
3. After 
today, what 

could YOU do 
differently at 
your school? 

e14THE SIN BIN
Ever thought about how your school could turn organic Waste into Wealth? 

1. What have you 
learnt 
today?

2.  What changes 
are needed at your 

school to turn Waste 
to Wealth? 

4. Who needs 
to be involved? 

(think outside the 
school box)

5.What would you 

do to inspire your 

PEERS at school to 

get involved?

How to 
make and 

care f
or a

 worm
 

farm

How precious topsoil is 
and what we can do to 

inhance it

The benefits of
working as a team 
and being leaders

How to make 
inoculant and 
what it can do

Rubbish is a 
RESOURCE

Attitude changes by 
students, teachers and parents

Allocation of time

Student and staff 
education e.g. paddock to 

plate classes
Infrastructure such 
as compost bins and 

worm farms

Take small steps to 

start the process

Involve people that 

are enthusiastic 

about making a 

difference

Use natural fertilisers 
such as inoculant instead 
of commercial fertilisers

Do a waste 

audit

Build a 

worm farm

Communication 
- information 

of decomposing 
waste

EVERYONE!

P and C

Industry professionals

e.g people trained in the 

area of organic waste

Community

Local businesses

Local council and 
Department of 

Education

Encourage 
leadership

Competitions 
and prizes

Assembly 

presentations 

to whole school

Regular 
meetings 
between 

teachers and 
students

Designate student 

leaders to encourage 

other students to get 

involved 

Run work-
shops

Have a guest 
speaker come 

to school

Videos on 
environmental 

impacts

Results from the Waste 
to Wealth workshop ‘Hot 

Potato’ activity

http://serrg.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.bournda-e.schools.nsw.edu.au/
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•	 New from Facing the Future is a 7 
lesson sequence on Waste for years 
9 - 12.   

•	 The Unconventional Farmer 
has loads of recipes for organic           
processing 

Teaching Resources...

waste Audit At Eden Marine High school

Eden Marine High School students rolled up their sleeves and 
refused to be bothered by the funky smells wafting from the 
rubbish bins (well maybe just a little bit).  The content was sorted 
into	different	materials,	weighed	and	returned	to	the	bins.		Toby	
Browne from Bega Valley Shire Council joined in with the activity 
and helped students understand the scale of waste management 
in their local area...

From waste to wealth: organic riches at your disposal

Two workshops were held in Batemans Bay and Harden this term giving students an opportunity to come 
together	to	learn,	think	and	collaborate	on	ways	to	turn	their	schools	organic	waste	into	a	useful	
product.		With	brilliant	expertise	and	enthusiasm	from	a	variety	of	specialists,	the	students	and	teachers	
left inspired and full of ideas to help them get started. Here are two quotes from attending teachers:

“Great day, we look forward to actually starting our project”

“Great day! Was better than expected and the students learnt a lot. They became very excited about what 
they could do in our school. All very professional.”

IT’S ON AGAIN!  And it’s time to start getting a class or a team 
of students together to work on your schools entry to The 
Pitch 2015! 

This	short	film	competition	provides	a	great	opportunity	for	
students	to	think,	learn	and	work	together	planning	ways	to	
make improvements on an environmental issue that their 
school community is directly contributing to. Waste generation 
continues	to	grow	rapidly	in	Australia	and	across	the	globe.	Yet,	
in our school grounds teachers and professionals like us can 
help students understand that the little changes they make can 
make	a	big	difference!

Last years entries showed us (again) that high school kids are 
so creative and enjoy contributing in ways to help our planet. 

Plus there is $750 prize money up for grabs to start that waste 
management	project	you’ve	been	thinking	about!	

ENTRIES DUE: FRIDAY 21ST AUGUST (END OF WEEK 6, 
Term 3)

Waste Audit Results:

Can you sell the unsellable?

*Entries due by Friday 21st August 2015 (End of Week 6, Term 3)

Create a short film and convince your peers to
improve the way they deal with waste. 

Topics could include (but are not limited to):
- buying locally grown produce
- keeping chickens, worms or making compost
- organising a clothes swap
- improved recycling
- not buying anything new for a period of time
- using waste to create a new product

Visit SERRG online at
www.serrg.nsw.gov.au/2015/the-pitch-2015/ 

or email ally.madden1@det.nsw.edu.au for further details

In the News...
•	 World	first	bottle	is	en-

tirely plant based PET 
•	 Don’t knock ‘ugly food’ campaigns - 

they	help	fight	against	waste	
•	 Beyond the ‘poo bus’: the many uses 

of  human waste

http://serrg.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.bournda-e.schools.nsw.edu.au/
http://us3.campaign-archive1.com/?u=b879af3b1a2cf3a43fa395206&id=a5c43b0a6b&e=0ecddb8964
http://us3.campaign-archive1.com/?u=b879af3b1a2cf3a43fa395206&id=a5c43b0a6b&e=0ecddb8964
http://us3.campaign-archive1.com/?u=b879af3b1a2cf3a43fa395206&id=a5c43b0a6b&e=0ecddb8964
http://theunconventionalfarmer.com/
http://theunconventionalfarmer.com/
http://theunconventionalfarmer.com/
http://serrg.nsw.gov.au/2015/a-waste-audit-at-eden-marine-high-school/
http://serrg.nsw.gov.au/2015/from-waste-to-wealth-organic-riches-at-your-disposal/
http://serrg.nsw.gov.au/2015/the-pitch-2015/
http://serrg.nsw.gov.au/2015/the-pitch-2015/
http://serrg.nsw.gov.au/2015/the-pitch-2015/
http://econews.com.au/news-to-sustain-our-world/world-first-bottle-is-entirely-plant-based-pet/
http://econews.com.au/news-to-sustain-our-world/world-first-bottle-is-entirely-plant-based-pet/
https://theconversation.com/dont-knock-ugly-food-campaigns-they-help-the-fight-against-waste-37107
https://theconversation.com/dont-knock-ugly-food-campaigns-they-help-the-fight-against-waste-37107
https://theconversation.com/beyond-the-poo-bus-the-many-uses-of-human-waste-34615
https://theconversation.com/beyond-the-poo-bus-the-many-uses-of-human-waste-34615
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Trash talk... conversations across the region

 Photos from the Waste to Wealth Workshops: 

Canberra Region Joint Organisation (CBRJO) - Did you notice the new logo? The South East 
Region Organisation of Councils (SEROC) has formally amalgamated with the Canberra region 
to form the Canberra Region Joint Organisation.  This new partnership includes all the original 
member	councils	of	SERRG	and	the	ACT	Government.		The	executive	officer	of	this	organisation	is	
Gabrielle Cusack. 

World Environment Day Activities - The World Environment Day on the 5th of June this year had 
the	theme	“Seven	Million	Dreams.	One	Planet.	Consume	with	Care.”	Bournda	EEC	staff	travelled	
to Ulladulla HS to participate in their Year 7 WED activities. Over 180 students spent time 
playing games and learning and thinking more about recycling and broader impacts of single use 
plastics. 

Follow-up from the Waste to Wealth workshops - Exciting new projects are already being 
envisioned	and	conversations	have	already	started!	Debbie	Cleary	from	Harden	Council	has	been	
engaging in conversation with the Principal at Murrumburrah Primary School about starting a 
mini-grant program.  Yass High School and Mulwaree High School will similarly be looking to 
begin a program next term in collaboration with Bournda EEC and Teena Riley from Goulburn 
Mulwaree and Tony Stevens from Yass. 

Bournda Environmental Education Centre Future Leaders Award - Two wonderful Year 12 
students	on	the	South	Coast	received	a	$500	prize	each	and	certificate	from	Future Leaders for 
their work as environmental leaders. Ben Potter from Narooma HS and Brooke Kalocsay from 
Ulladulla HS were both deserving recipients.  Thanks to Dr Helen Sykes of Future Leaders for the 
generous support of this award. 

http://serrg.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.bournda-e.schools.nsw.edu.au/
http://www.canberra.com.au/region/
http://www.futureleaders.com.au/

